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from Geertz., 7/11/78. &%

Dokundari, Bazari, Behbehuni ete Arabi
Kargarl, Hamami, Doulati, Luri, Babadi, 031wand Garmsiri etec.
In past lectures I have hhlfhearteﬂlv norve on hhis and in the

sarlier writings on space, place and time, N8, Shodel: - acs foma, )
> aoq‘h-a-nLM .

( Bakhtiari notes} -5=

Need to write a paper on Modes of Identifie tion. ~ Modes of
production of Identity. For the nomads there 1s a multiplicity of

ways of identity I omation, How important is the movement one,

“ @

Note that in ddfferent conte xts, ldentity marker, or point of refen
reference will change in G”flﬂlt“ N“ys. The 1n§1ée/ou%31de marker
becomes ralavanf here. There can be and often is a reversal of value
on name used. e.g. Tribal is a term of denigration in one context
and of respect in another, €ege Luri. ef. the funny stories about
tricking, play on names and on ununrubunﬂlng in the sbories of the
thickhead lur peasant in lsafahan who tries to get a free meal, Low
people take dif erent meaning sout of this sStroy,.

- Also the Abruh quality of the inner man, Reputation /illname
face etec,

So indied inside Shahr Kurd, or Osiwand etc there can be many categori
distinetions By means of 'hl@ﬂ people identify themselves, and dis
distinguish themselves from each other. Geertz mentions 1° for his Sefy
Sefrouis.

nink of Tali here, and all the social categories, from nafti
-to cousinsh p trading Jlftﬂ(?SliQS = .8+ nimsudi,: shepherds,
Analysis what criteria are used -~ and how others see them, 8L
”dD%ﬂl/O“lWanlS mutual dislike. Hole of insult this. The manoevring
of identity labels to proﬁucv anéd to avoid fwiofion. cf Mash Barat!s
arbitrations. Fixed and relative s aLUS’~LDh how different evaluations
now being used. Contrast v1>111““ Shahri Bakhtiaris at Nowruz in
Lali Hajipur household, and in Seifabad household. Note the spread of
marriages, the WUlblU¢]CltV of 1nk“ in directional and wider contexts
brings with it “ultlpllcl*v of Nisbhas,

Contrast and analyse what crieteria, what Nisbas , dafar Qoli
Mash Barat, Seifullah, Sultan Qandali all use. Pa}aqeh : goats marry
goats, Cf. composition of Zarraswands s With scribes €te.

Wealth and status - e.g. Wealthy Valantaro lower status than poor Khans
Class analysis reveals a similap contextual lwbollﬁnm
Individuals are known bv dif ferent Nisbas by ,1f99wewt people=~

i.e. a person is and has a lot of nisbas. Not uqe same as Role at

all beacuse the Nisha ig exclusively relational What happens when
people llve in cortexts when they havs explieltyly c @nflicting Nisbas,
‘mooay contradictions. Two opposite perceptions of obligations
pertaining to a role labelled by a Nisba which has outside/inside
contrasting meanIng. .e.g. tribal Leauo”shlp. Ehan, Kalantar ?Rish Sefid
As tne ascends the ]ncﬁﬁwsolp ﬂlkP&fOﬂV, the prop0ulonate weighting
of identity from wwﬁlde, below on QlPP’PChy, ascrlbed(n@reulty and
legitimacy) plus perceived achievement ( i,.e. ability to define
contexts in own terms) ==-- and identity outside, publie, Paflfl@d
from higher up the a1erarcay, from above. The lower the scale of
¢ed&@Puﬂlp, the more constricted, the narrower and more uniform and
unmljiOPnn,lat@d mode of produc ction ete, the area, and political arena.
il.e. less ‘lict between indide nd outul @ perscpetion of role
and thus vwo ter balance. The emphasis at lower levels has to be
Guulltlu1V017 rora inner oriented, 'hn Nisba, the relational identity
therfore will reflect and covflvm this, Indeed this turns out to be
the case., Rish sefid - grey or white beard is a term which carries
connotations of wisdom -~ i.e. inner knowledges This term is qualitativel
very different from the alien terms used higher up the dsale. Kadkhoda
s more s0 Kalantar, both of which are terms from ouﬁﬂi?o, and have to
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There are some parallels here, though one would need to look at all
the other tribes for confirmation. But note the term for leaders in
Turistan = Tushmal, Seen in Zarraswand!s, The term 1s ambiguous
and can mean despised musicians, There are a variety of terms for
leadership which need to be carefu. 'y examined in semantic terms
- ef. Bakhtiarwand terminology - the Mowri ete., The amblruitv of
whether Babadi, Aurek had Khans, the area of s ettlement in the i
south such as Deh Diz, not to mention the Chahr Langs. The fact that |
the term Khan is recent and has now been devalued, as has Kalantar 3
drained of its meaning, but not Kadkhoda, and definitley not Rish |
Sefid,

Teadership is not only very varied among Bak} iari, but is

relatively and very contextually defined, has ulﬁuys to be constantly
redefined, cornstantly must be achleved. Ambiguity.

Infﬁnsifioation of conflict as one ascends hierarchy, because
the leader is over an inereasingly diverse area and Uopulauion. There
JHQG%fﬁ to be a maximum to this - mode of production - agric /animals
stable leadership, or stabllity over time appears to t® connected
with land, constant flow of assets, accumulation of surplus wealth
which in turn is re-distribited within and without.

Balance of insied/outside appears to be cruclal where inside

is Unity, communality, Plnshlp and outside is a multiplicity, a
diversity. The furtheér ocutside you go the greater the diversity of
claims on one. Use Khawanin fx111/ as perfect example of rupture

9% -3

between Inside/outdied and 01d/young. Cet neces sary increased div, of
labour, Cell division into two (I} /Tlp fﬁnti on) replication of
family tensions, Unequal inheritance - equal in terms of quantity,

though note Garthwaites primageniture, OO'OGH ration of power makes

rewards less easy to divide beeause ol ifferent lnl multiplicity.
Get admin. k¢Vl\lOﬂ of }r?on?“”““l nlfl*”““]” into'Foreirn affairs?
and In¢erior, Differently perceived., Follow the Yaghi Khans.,.
Power, opression thL;Luﬂip, empty inside, Bakhtiari Khans like
Shah., Real paralleles 1 en Tlkhani - admired onor“ou g(r etrospecti
and later ]FfﬁnPS who w hated., Perception of 1lligitimacy. “ame
to power ”b@ zur' %rv”r al gradual reversdd of values as one
ascends - aTMosTt & suspecs ion of community values - fratricide and

patricude -~ cf. lMohammed Taki Khan, and I1lkhan himse L.
Denilal of kinship, of descent- family murder - meant over emphasis
on arfiinity.

Thus crucial to follow variations in marria ge strategy -

for which one needs always widest possible context, situation, One

can infer thus from present vatg, to looking at W“TPng data of
the past, and reverse the perception, Une can read the situation
by proper reading of marriage strategy

e )

In other words here 1 am proposing a method for historians/and
anthropologists tomake use fruitfully of each others perspectives
and use of the data of each other. xxpand this hugely .

By developing an analysis of the present from a dynamic, diachroniq

approach, helps fo isolate not Just the variables, but the perception
- } v‘-193'|’] ﬂ'(\"‘]in(q tO J'_‘Ho paSt S}‘J_O'u.lc

and m@wfnfln of these var14b1€s
be 111um1ﬁﬂ+1nr. Historian and "ﬂt‘IOpO]Ofiwt have a mirror perspective

Anthropologist can read from ulTUﬂtLON/ indie, interaction in a ,
sense in space >, and apply to the pmni to analyse genealogles, marriagd
patterns (”her“ we have 1t) to r aﬁ off the situation. Must be multi
perspective. T} Uu in examining th events from many P01n%s of view
from many positions we can enhance our understandi; of the th ;

Thus proeessual analysis.
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Again this comes back to a calibration of time and space. ‘he study
of meaning, of use of language, is one of the most powerful methods
of seeing through the surface, the appearance of things, of seeing
dynamically into the past.
This obviously needs very careful working out, and much more
hought to make it workable but it certainly makes sense to me.

An exerclse in controlled interpretation, and learning to read
the available sources of information we actually have,
A cultural, and symbolic analysis best of all.

See my earlier work on constructing group histories - the fortunes
of v“riouo Oulads, Tirehs, Taifehs, families ete, - i.e. not only
their pclitical history although that is what it comes to primarily,
yovomcnto in territ d correlating them with genaological
alliance data, the marriage data which is

A

information, It is the a
the most informative, and can correlate degree of in/out marriage
or beatter, the changing spread of marriages to political fortunes.

£y 5

Alliance Histories are really only known by the women.

The hiatory of marriages is crucial in this sort of system,
because it CREATES the real potential-i.e. future, differences,

nd i"inﬂonth+1on WITHIN family, oulad, lineage etec., The puttornlng

in a synchronic sense can only ?e a pattern of aOFomplls ed marriages
and does not reveal the unhariglnb, and in a real sense explanatory
level = the choices which were not brought to fruition. i.e. the
merriages which did not take place,

1t is e of te Pmlnologv, as labels
fep relatjor e of relational identity, in
a very r}eoi' a2l relationships revealed in

an analysis 2 marriageable and non marriagabl(
categories, qnd xoforopoes but the way these terms(relational idhelsi
can be COWUF txallv WahLDb¢uL0d, and Is situationally defired. ,

-

How this 1s done tends to bhe patte rned, balanced between the
over riding concepts of outsi L@/l@Slﬂe’ of descent/affinity;
male/female, Kin/in-laws ; A”natns/afilneg where the latter term in
each case 1ls covered, ulubu1sed, hidden, bv the former. Also in terms
od dlk &ﬂt/ClOop, and perhaps better ge n@ral/par icular,

The action of the latter on the former is to animate, or bring
closer together, to unify, or minimise the fissive eleme nts in the
former. The 11u£er particularises the former, which continues in the
same guise, but 1 ore densely unified, the A@FuilVC sides transformed,
In other words theoe are not polar Ou}OSlt@m or aWLcrnfﬁ ives, but
act upon, interact with each other in c.119r6n+ wagy, lor is just a
matter of degree., IL is something Qthe different, and to try to catch
this dynamic, acitve difference i have turned to crolOSLng circles
to illustrate it, quantity/quality would be another wav.

However it 1s expressed, apd the essential elements of this
structure, which has been revealed in a multiplicity of ways in other
2ins, wrltten about earlier, is that it is capable of a multidude
of 'expressions'!, and moreover its structure, structures the situation
to a degree determined by the relationships aotuallsed in any situation
Perception, and 1n+eraou on thus is both framed and filtered trhoush
this structure, which can also be charctaerised as @XV1101t/lﬂ>llClt

S‘J

The structure also is a particular variant of Borm/content, where
each 1s transformed by and turouvh Lh other
In terms of informatIon theOry wo HAvVe Holse/message - real message

<D

Geertz's point about relativity squared applied even more to, or is

virtually the same as umﬂlgulty squared. “ﬂls would pe srhaps explain
or illuminate why publIc 1ife 1s ritualised to such a degree , the
rituals of Tataruf allom for the exvhanTeor J_.Ubbl. pemetration’ of
nessages a chance to find a mutually accomoda ing level.,
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The action of affinity , alliance on descent, and it is important to
note that these can not be considered as alternatives, or even as
alternative strategies, although this is nearer the truth, but as
mutually refining and interacting, - is to particularize agnates
wifhin the general groupd of agamtes, and agnation as a principle,

o highlight, literally energize, magnify, vitalize particualar
dgnaflc links, It has different eff ects on different kinds of agnates
oiose/distant. For distant agnates - and the paradigm for them might
in fact be strangers, outsiders, marriage 111ancv, trans forms
a weak descent r@laflonshlp a woak identityand cooperation, into
a sUrong s vital one by the fact of marr 1ape. i.e., alliance, affinity
"creates" or rather brings closer, unites the particluar unlts, i.e.
individual families involved., Bu% vnl ss their is a multitude of
such ties, it does not necessary Lﬂg obligations of agnation with it
If a subsequent marriage takes zlace, then the marriage 1s an affinal
link, with a MB- da'i group. Close affinity outweighing dis tant
agnation, Such a marriage can be for mmny different reasons, and the
many reasons leading up to such a choice determine the perception of
the marriage- it is remember both an agnatic and affinal marriage.

One can have one=-off marriages of this sort, In this case the
ma jor reason is likely to be political- i.e. 2 marriage exclusinvly
in the hands of men, and male negotiations. This is an extraordinary
polticaical marrigge ( Bourdieu's terms). It may be a marrisge of
defenulve necessity, so we need to know whther it is a male marrying
an out Iemale, Or an out male taking an in female; or it may be a
last ditch negative marriage imposed from outside, The women involved
in such cases can be defined in terms of variable status.- either
age of the girls, or their mother's status.

OR 1t may be an agressive outward looking alliance with a

high status, or ‘Olltlcuilg important outsider., In other words, the
type of marriage, the same structure, does not tell us anything
out the effects of the marriage, or the reasons why itwas conducted
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A structural 1ﬂal;si
be very useful, but will g
which as far as I can see a
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because it over stresses form, and o (Murphy and Kasden) while
ignoring the actual content, cf. s analysis of the feud lwnev S€a
The analytic methods of almost all a umopo logy in the Middle “ast
can not penetrate the tappearance! of things at all- becasue 1t
ignores the essential element of the production or the organisation
of the soclal enviromment in Duch a wa as To maximise one's active
Davtlﬂlna ion in this environment, We are 4 lealing here with a self
defining environment. l;Jﬂtli is cru01allv contextual, relativistic
situatior al, and apparently maloanle 1nﬁ1v1qvailsm. mhht 1 am
Suggesting % that success, survival, mode of operation is to
1nLeract with the situation, context’ in such a way as the indiviudal
defines the contoxt in his t@PmS. i.e., the relational forms of
1TenTiTy reveal the essentially inteacti ing creating becoming mode
of 1ife = i.e. continuous movement which the enviromment demands for
optimum use., flexible community, flexible soecia L1lity essential and
within 1t a protécted 1n41v1auai1 whlch publically postures and
parades under a multiduae OF punlic persona, public faces, relational
identities, contextually relative ﬂﬂd“lbﬂutloﬂillﬂ relative, We
have thus a system defined exclusively through flu*c dynamic
interaction Wﬂevo ev|P"L“1ng is pai+ennbd in a pettening potentialigy.
The emerging pattern is a product of interaction, maskerading as its
own successful IUUUPG 8o the language of exp ession is &1.ﬂys
impressiocn~istic, /IPGSS ng pers owﬂilules, rugged individualism,
prov“ ctive porour on tnes

3
e relative i1l defined cortexts, Success
1s a matter of INPRESSING one's own d“f]ﬂlulons identity on a

situation. Opportunistic leadership = brlaanms, h@1ocs Success®ul
rule breakers'&u¢1ners
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Leadership : the varieties of, and qualifi@ of would appear to have
; mich to do with IMPRESSING their personalities, their
point of ‘view on opnosiulon and on followers. cf. the
Battle of 1000 - emergence of Duraki power against all comers, not
to mention the stories of Haldar Kur. The element of tricke py
manipulating appearance - i,e. other peoples perception, the art of
deception. farib -dec ceit, from this word get enamour, charming etcese
The Torm farib khardan is used - to be deceived, literallv to eat
decelt, to incorporate it into one's understanding. Sugcestive,
Since leadership is, toa considerable degree achieved, is dependent
on qualities of those with calims or who aspire fto leadership.
Fersona lity 10ad1ng of these positions is hreat - VaflOS of caurse
and interacts with gbcrlbtlon/aby01nued by Khans or Government.
Effectiveness of leader depends on his ability to sustain a
command over, and consent of those who follow, cf. Barth For Gthe
Basseri situation = QV&QlC relats. Very different in Bakhtiari
because more complex. This could be tackled at all levels illustrating
very localised leaders, contrasting different Kadkhodas, different
7&1ahbars(0~3v wand history) Jafar ¢ 01110 porsonal career eic. Choose
different Khans - perfect example is Morteza ‘Oll and the change in pe
perception of him ijr different people, Could select those Khans
who were admired, hated etc.. Always increase of OUTSIDE support.

Xamine the excercise of power; what are the basés of power
How 1s support "maintained over time., Alliance, MArriage etc.

ty? Payment. See the multiplicity of retainers. Lorimer's
e

heﬁi timate leadership and brigandage are part of the same TYPE
opprosite ends of the continuum. brlkunu exhibits the qualities of
leadership necessary, but can not Sthllse legitimacy. Can not convert
without force. c¢f. Shah and the arguments against him,
Hero - successful, Brigand - failure. Bakhtiari heros are the
brigands in the eyes of the govermment. Govermnment bewoes rewarded
by govermment are regarded by Bakhtiari as traitors - Ian?'"
Hero =- paulavan - Gard shoja'! - a successful brigand, e¢f. Ali Merdun
who was Yaghi as far as gorvernment were concerned. Qualities of
abruh important here - the inner man, and here abruh is on behalf
of other people as well = i.e, relational to his context. Jangi's
father - a man of respect, i
fhans seen as toutsiders! = as in fact they were originally,
Ehan's seal - mohr - for documents and safe passage is 1mpuwbant.
Mohrmar. - a seal is a sign, a mark, literally an INPRESSION- in
ntope. cf. footprints, carvings, inscriptions etec are all IVPRESSTONS

nd impressive

G evvaa—

Leadership - extra-ordinary human. Nore of than others.
: superhumen and is oppouwte/eq1ivalont of beggar.
Insider, who represents to outside, to wider world
he originally came. cf., this theme runs s gnifivantly throug
%”“F-iari hi Py. le are here also dealing with a sphere of influence
Fhans were a cratic, absolute rulers for 80 years, but not on
the perifaries of their territory. Fine balance W»lween leglt.,
rule and oppression. Problem of consent., Hero - willing coﬁsent,
freely given, because earned in STTUSEIons . Eriv“nd - unwilling
consent given under duress(be zur) Wot legit, Note religious
onnotailon mentioned by Simin on propertf not willingly given awasy
by Landlords and thus WOllUblﬂg. Idea of consent, frelly given = i.e.
1nteﬁtlon beco ©8 very lmportant, and needs to ao pursued.,

from which

-

Y'O [._l.‘c

Issme of right, and rights to power, property. Note choas
of conflicting and legitiid to cIalrs To 1ond stemming from different

times - sealed by Khe an's signatures
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Another aspect of leadership I have alluded to concernes the nature
of the "situation". The gilvens of any situation include location
i.e, territory, which includes summer/winter pastures and rignts

to use migration route inbetween,

Location, i1.e. control of land, of an area, is something I
have never quite figured out. Chahr Lang, then Bakhtiarwand,
then Duraki, then changes in Duraki ownership/use can be seen in
a mmber of places., So again we are discussing polities,

A east till half way trhough 19th century, an area that
could be defended, even if only a oasble, or rocky Diz, mean
protection in the last resort. This meant agriculture ano*fﬂﬂer.
Control of agricu

ulturel land would possibly be the prerogative of
power, Laafﬂvs and grazing land that of bulk of nomads, division
of Waoour he - leaders always less nomadic; tribesmen - nomads,

Jbﬁso ai ff“rcnf modes of production involving different socia
alationships = anti-thetiecal possibly. 1.e. differentiation

of modes of production, of economy J&f”aljvl@“ with differentiation

of power, and leadership. Least dfferentiated the most vulnerable

ando

- i.e. animal we ﬂlth a the ?“O”uﬂllVO regime of animals that
goes with it - 3 etec., The least vulnerable is a combination
of animals and urrloulturo, which thus redquires development of social
relations. Leadﬂw.ni‘ agriec plus animulﬂ, tus involces a greater
proportion of ip relationshi ips - agric, with kin, descent
P“luulOT“hLDo in unlffl sector

1ff°renb and separated principles

-

no%h these sectors. The ﬂoﬂil*y of de

govern a leaders relations with
cent - for ledder means his
3

O
]
QR

L
mgjor political competitors are his est agnates, brothers, cousins
Distant agnates - weak ,sent, - is clients, settle round him

provide th labour force, leaving him
free for administr 1Oﬂ - 1.2, otecting his position,
ir

Jfrepcf in clvmn./ra?iag women to hoth these sectors

Po gition of & ]@aﬁér - achieved his position by his extre-ord inary
ndividuality, which EXPOSES him, detatches him from IS peers from
uhe community of @qr¢ls, entails re-attaching himself to that

conmUnity = larriage, leader family, thus impelled to reduce
competitive nation %v affinity transformation FBD marriage But

-

at same time, his more dif ferentiated position reqUires shoring up =
again r””‘lﬁve to staba 11 e economic and political links with wider
community, and more ¢ ated arena. Only answer is marriage.

Here we can see how this dual oriented - Oukulqa/lfﬁl e system
logically produces an inereasingly patriarchal System seen at its
most intense in leadership positions ., THe Wider range of kin which
a leader controls the more resources he has = marriagable young, M&F
at his dilsposal, He maximiSeo his political poSiTIon by u+11181h”

a wider and wider marriage st trategy, and he maximises hlo cobtrol
over marriages through his thoﬁmifu] aquiration of power,

It Heca&es JOTW.lmDGPTJlVO and inevitable then, that marriage
contracts become a major tool for political 9“@@ﬂ001(nt, stabllity
continuity if a patriarch can make a wider and wider range of kin
contract marriages for his ends, Thus marriag0° serve the political
aspirations and stratégles Ol The leader, the head of the family,
talfeh etec. These Lcaoww“ give their approval or not of all marriages
within their group. So it his ends which are served best of all.

He can thus monopolize access to a group's major resource, its
m@ﬁor productive resource - its women ., The decision lies NltJ nim
and he cam thus diminish the TUTGre &5 well as present comp@tition
by a selective poliecy of not allowing his ma jor rivals free choic
in his own, their own personal strategies. In maximis ing his own

by

o3

pos1f10n he can not but effect the co: tinuity of his power cng iderab y

because hp would have to set Up & chosen successor as his neare
gffective rival.

l
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The variability in fortunes of ALL groups over time - and we see

the Khans collapsing in two gener&tions, is that the very success
achieved by one man ensures failure in the next., Every son, is a

part of his father's strategy. These are his givens, Chance tlms plays
a significant part in the time of life to be played. Primﬁ;enlture
inevita“]v %@COHeﬂ inereasingly an issue.Status of mother is import.,
and confer ifferential status. Demography thus plays a part - e.g.

full bros - via half bros. Unpredictable alliances = Khans are ideal

for t%is reason and very careful aidalysis is necessary. But the

configuration of demographic givens is important in terms of

amount of oquOPf/COnfllﬁt one starts with. Need to examine the
" "

different 1life histories of the Khans and their sons,

So to inside the Rakl s et of
over time - with all the shifts in strategy
this entails.

. The time element is important, so the PART element of a son
the events which his fathers strategy helped to bring about
AL & RELATIVE cmtextually.,.

the ma rri;gr contracted by different leaders
their c areers, and of their immediate family.

This is revealed in
at different stages in

Start - may be high status wife, close kin, and later wives
- be of lower status. i advantage to elder sons at
expense of younger sons.,

tus towards higher status. 3o younger sons of
} > tatus than elder soms. I nced examples of this
and how 1t might work, = ergamy?

Start - low sta
r

Fach individual thus must be seen to be embedded in a wider
netword of d@ensely textured kin and marriage relationships, which
o

can be activated , transformed in various wa AT,

The net effect of this is tha : ces tension within any
community, group, because everyone is pitt against everyone else =
unequal competition for female resources. Marriage thus becomes
the nodal point of tension « it creates and disipates tension a1W1*&.
Hence the necessity of seeing unsuccessful negociations.

The tensions are pal+nrn0 and over time are relatively
ystematic, but WUST thus operate under the veil of panrllﬂnv

The whole system op@wu+ 38 in terms of conopailng and thus
containing tension - at least teémporarily. Like sitting on a
permanently explosive situation, which many observers have commented

X the veil gets torn, when social distance is reduced to the
poi t of naked visibility then explosiﬂp" are inevitable in the very
nature of things. Peoples anti -other strategies are cruelly exposed
as the epitidme of individualism and thu wntm other individuals -
cloaked in turn as anti the sommunity.

“en are thus impelled to actbive participation in ane Xtreme way,
they are forced into the public square, and the guest lLiouse, into
poliulcs. They are condemned to their public personas in or ler to
ensureé the continuity of the r private personas - i,e. their lives.

B

Thus to are women condemned to the private world, to the truth
which must never be revealed, because then men could have no room to
manoevre =~ conflict inevitah le. Tensions of this sort increase
inder settled conditions - the violence of the peasant and now the
poltical violence of the city. We have the vibr.pt and constant
threat of imminant implos 1Oh/0KD]opwon. fiddle Bast SOﬂjn+7 is thus
best seen as a web of tensions pulling anﬁ pugminﬂ, expanding and

contracting, and if both done to extréme you get a co¢1apse Invards

or an almighty explosion,
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It is the capacity of the nisba system to do this - to create a
Framework ( lattice - c¢f., Bamhtlarl carpets and rug blankets =-squared,
within which persons can be identified in terms of supposedly
immanent characteristics (speech, blood, falth provenance ete)

and yet to minimize the impactof those cbaracierlstlcs in determining
the prdctlcal relationships among such persons 1in markets, shops, bure
bureaus, flelds, cafes, baths and roadways e~ that makes it 80

centra 1 To the Wodrocan idea of the self.

This ecan be applied frultfully to lattice windows, squared
carpets- chahr Vahali and Ta“ht'ari etc. To appearance hiding the
personal presence within or behind, Mosaic patterns 1n_mosquee
to style and decoration. Iran contrasts with morocco in its very
elaborat tyle work.

Apply to costume, to face,

e 1mplications of substantive content of categories being
- classification as framework and a publiec framework 85t that
is cvu01a1 in
used to desecr
.‘_

manifest lu
it

understanding Iranian social forms and the categoties

e them - e.g. tribe. Even further it relates to the

£ in Iran ; appearance /rea 11ty lie/truth.

Pesar amo" is a Nisba with the sem&n substantive content hidden
~l.e. alliance, adffinity. It regulates tho meaningful perception

by other of suuutlntive ont nt, ¢f. Khan's illusion of Unity.
Political aspects = i.e. public aspects of TRIBE - a kedational

vd jective="Tribal" ete is a frame of categories none of which

reveal thelr substantive content. Note in Boyle and Lambton's Grammar.

b
en
i

Nisb d‘bVLO categorization leads paradoxically, to a hyperindividuali
in pablY ro_au¢onnhl ps because by providing ojl” a vacant sketch

{and ﬁhat sniTting) 0; who the actors are(“oulati, sherkayi, Sharietc!/

1t leaves the rest, that is , almost everything, £o be filled in

by the pProcess ol interaetion L1Lselr. (+%i° 18 eXactly my lectures)
What makes The mosaic Work is 1 nfidence that ony can be as

totally pragmatic, adaptive, opportunis c, and generally ad hoc in

one's relations with others - a fox among ereeeditessy among foxes,

a crocodile among crocodiles - as one wants without arv risk of

losing one's sense of who one is.

Selfhood is never in danger becase, outside the immediacdées of
procreation and prayer only its ooqvuvw"“ﬁs are asserted,

This opportunism is a central element in tribal leaders hip. In

1@ necessa y strategilc 'OOP“OP“]OH' of Xhans, marriage thus takes
cn a particularly op Lorhuhlstlc and hyper individualistic style becaus
these marriages are explicitly poL¢n10u¢ in nature - i.e. the details

are filled in by actual “arwla~,u(3n eraction itself). In the complex

environment of ¥han's political arena - see lectures for details
ﬂploys his resources in specific ways,- thus creating a
TOSATIC pattern reflecting the Ilkhants Asplbations wni

cr ~1n5 a po;enuiﬂl for future interaction defified by the Khan's
&Y. Such marriages are statements of intent, and thus represent

a mufuul balanicing ol interests Ior The TULure - can be defensive,
onuur ng cooperation, threatening ete, minimising potential threats,
disruptive of, ~rﬂﬁ*uping of an area of opposition, an oblloue ztfack

agalns+ a powerful rival - e.g. Qashga'i marriages - an attempt to
sppert the potential rival of ,us“q&'i leader etc. Ia?.iafe use to

ally factioms against o%%er factions outside,

rategy does - i.,e.most marriages is to organise

the fluid env1ro.renu( LWC way symbols do - 8perher) in & way
rerceived to be most beneficial in lonh /swori term for the actor

in this case the Ilkhan or Khawanin family. To make a strategy

work throug ime, stcl in 1tbpe @ s >

tfe poi'?:n’tlg‘}lL o;’uugggb%llgotgomuizféjm iﬁcgnglnféugbifg.“gdimflove
marrialRes. EXPAND THIS.

1.7 ST
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This dispersal of personel, serving the political aims, and helping
meke transformations in the role Kh'ns played, i.e. in creating in
part the political climate, requires a ﬁifferfntl tion of labour
which has the effect of diminishing the corporate interests of the
descent group - the wider and more variegated +*, spread of potential
links, the wider is the political areaa which is "converted"
transformed into KINSHIP style. - i.e. Nisba of alliance relationship
becomes a referential mode of ”xortLrg pressures, speaking about
relationships etc, A structural type analysis, not suffucient,
br901uely because Vlﬂs¢lp, descent and alliance are both activities,
They activate each other but assymetrically. Uescen+ is the given
the Nisba par excellence w 1ch.¢1 guises thc actual substantive
content - which is activated , brought about by alliance, marriage.
Multiplicity of devises which keep ttruth' or subs tantive
content as far from publin eye and anthropological investigation as
possible. To a considerable degree it is not available to the people
themselves, because of the const tant process of converting in a
gualitative sense descent (time ) by situations, events(spcae)

Thus what varies in time is the qualitative elements of descent
- l.,e. its substantive content, its meaning, better its significance
and potential, Descent is a given in"tribal social life, but in no
sonse'ﬁﬁfﬁﬁpolute given. The rights, duties, ot ]1patlons which all
come from descent, are embodied by d@ae”ﬂn,. Descent and the extensive
principle of agnation is the framswork of categories within which
people operate, and from which social interaction operates; in terms
of which they 1n+«ract. BUT = descent 1s , throiigh endogamy, t rough
inner orlnntq«lon and the reasons for it, is AIWAYS qualified by
alliance, by affinity - i.e. agnation and afﬂinltv 'ntorpene#rafo
each ot ner. Descent is activated, by affinity. What endogamy does,
marriage with an aganate is to uixhllﬁht particular links of aénatlon
within gereralised agnation., It separates particular agnates from
range of agnates, Tn other words it UNITES particular a<nafpu,
and thus SEP/RATES them from other agnates. Narriage thus differentiat
-es Within the descent structured community.

The substantive content, the REAL principle of soeial differentia

tion is thus alliance , not ﬁ‘SCﬁnt Descent merely fills in the
utlines, a silhouette. Descent is thus a pr1n01pTe of gross publie
olaus1f1n%Tlon and as an idion of 679P66810n distances the operateosr
from each otbor in real terms. So (Geertz comments about the self
not being engaged and threated in publiec int@raction can be extended
very Junaumontxlly to TRUTH. The mode of public expression thus is
alwams in terms of categories which 21l fuhetion in maintaining
a oualltquvo separation within the categories themselves., Descent
is a LANGUAGE OF UNITY, a LANGUAGE OF APPEAR.NCES, aLANGUAGE OF
IMPENETRABILITY, a VE IL OF APPARENT TRUTH, disguising RELAITY.

The language of’ public discourse is symbolised by ABRUH. The conecern

with facn appearance, thus fa“@s on a powerful apé resonant

1gn1f1cunoe, and canlle understood in social terms, in terms of
promiscuous interaction W“lCh.lS quite unli&e that of caste. It is
nothing like cast in fact, because FACE is revealed under constant
redefinition, FACE is same as PURITY, must be constantly defended.,
It is an active mode arising out of lﬂtOPaCtJOD. To have face one
must have a VISIRIE face. Men are +thus impelled by definition of
manhood into the PURLIC arena. FACE is a social commooluy which must
be constantly displayed - flaunted in fact. The PURLIC arena - the
guest house, the cafe, the square is thus frouzht with danger.,

e

The confrontation thus of PURITY = FACE with INPURITY- other faces
Where the outcome, like barter is indeterminate. Note all the idioms

of e xpression,=- Ta.taruf,. mvuu we can explain the FFORMAT 1 ¥ uCLlC
rs]a+1on°h1ps the incessant ritualization of social pukt llc iTe

r.--r
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This is intimated very clearly in the patterning and quality of
abusive behaviour, Certain types of abuse are used almost as idioms
of affection between tfriends!- ©.g. pedar sag, pedar sukhte.

This is often said forexample by a father to a son. Note the conjunct
of terms, Male human, male animal ; male human consumed by fire.

If real father 1s dead, then this affectionate abuse becomes abusive.
- again context determines meaning, how it is interpreted,

Nedar Kos, - this is deadly insult - referse +o mothers cunt .-
l.e. female(social) inside and physielogical most private. Casts
doubt as to paternity, and thus attacks male control of seguality
of own women. A deadly insult.- becasue it atbacks the inside,
the substantive content - i,e. REALITY, wheras the pedar sag is
merely an attack on outside, on APPEARANCE and is not so threatening.,

Another form of ahbuse/respect is to use animal categories frm
the wild, Shihr - respect, hero, Shir Nard, Goraz - wild pig, doubly
unclean - outside made negative by selecting unelean animal in its
wild state., There is a definite Structuring in all this whieh requires
careful semantiec analysis. Note also the confounding category of
Shirzan. 4ll these terms, in fact all N isbas, all language is a
SUPEIY resonant system of double interpretations, This is seen at its
most refined/grotesque in Tatlaruf System which requires careful |

&

analysis - both structure of relations expressed but the ART is in
its USE =~ i.e, praxis,

Important in US" of language is the cadence and rhythm, sequence
ete, i.e. the qualitative aspects of language, of messages is a sort
of dance of words which minimise conflicte €.g. repetitions of sequencd

escalation of flowery Tataruf - is a real balance between insult and

respect. Munctions to disguise intent - i.e., meaning, and message
through use of irony, figures of speach ete, by polishing up
appearance. The decoration of language seen at its most ornate in
poetic forms and in particular in Sufi poems where the message is
completely disguised - Hafez,

>

Ijtehad

1t
e )

UsS one gets the whole issue of vigilant reinterpretation in

n Tawid ete, This needs very careful following up.,

s

ve

Language of discourse thus functions as a vast apparatus of
disguise, of veiling the truth, so the study of language use becomes
impﬂrative, the study of style supremely important in Iran.

In other words anthropological understanding is forced to stand
INSIDE, to be able to interpret the categories of publiec life, This
becomes crucial when one notes that polities, and power, the perspectivé
ofr the State, of history in effect is condemned to an examination of
Public statements of power, of appearances which are designed to be
very persuasive., Jote the conjunction between Folk model of agnation
and the abstract distanced concepts of anthropology - descent ete,

The reason why the fit so neatly, in such an illﬁsory'way is very
revealing - because the CUTSIPER persepctive of thr anthropologist
ANALYTICALLY coincides with the public strategy of language categories.
in the Widdle East whose purpose is to DEFIEQT , reflect perception
back on the observer. The very success of this strategy is shown by
the marked failure of empiricist anthropologists, looking at gvents
to develope any understanding of how these events can be interpreted.

He has failed to see the important fact that Middle East
operates from these categories, or hetter through these disguised
categories from the PRIVATE world of *he home = hence WOMEN. The
categories are deliberately neaningless 1n themselves, Thier meaning
comes from something wuite dITTeTent . anthropologists looking literdlly
in the right place, but from the wrong point of view - the_outside,
l1.e. the right place is visible, messively so overterminedly—-so—

o
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and ITS VERY VISIBILITY proves to be its most effective DISGUISE.,
Like the stone lions, visible, and Shrines- invisible; Mosques
visible, no, hidden in Market and bazzaar,

Visibility is the perfect mask- where the overdetermination
of public culture provieds such an onslaught on the senses it blinds
the truth. The subtley of this is sometimes quite staggering.

People see, not what they want to see, but what they can not avoid ]
seeing - FACE, and are tlus deflected, from truly‘seeing what is |
1i terally b@lng presented to them. The art is in seeing through. 1
PENETRATION, The penetrating glance - hence all the fuss and emphasis |
on LOOKING, and SAYING, the evil eye, dust in one's eye, the left

eye, the salt eye, eye as saurce, sL(ht, insight, foresight,
proheculon of eyes, pmﬂvaulvonesu of glaucoma and full er partial
blindness - facts -~ all devolve on the importance of SIGHT=- i.e.
INSIGHT. Lyes are dangerous. ldrrors, ainikari work etc etc...
Sewuins, #Fevices of deflecting, of moving away from of getting out
frow\fve of god, evil star, forces which penetrate, Absorbing
repmlllng are all crucial 1010ms to defelet away from RBRECQ TSH

anything that penetrates through is on the right track

:
|
i
|

The appearance of things therefro must provide the ma jor
defence against penetration of how things truly are, (Lies again)

The best defense against Lhis is to present SELF as its total
OPPOSTTE. The con]unctlon of opposites is thus t e major cultural
mode, Appearanceé, surrace,outside/ thus is literally the opposite
of Reality, cont awned,inside. They opoerate in opposite directions.

This means all soecial forms have the structure of SACREDNESS
and this may be why the entire area is TN The tension
is set up by the necessity of conjunction of opposites In otherwords
separation is fatal., For one to be separated from the other brings
disaster, It is in their conjunction that life is found,

A

Thus to separate objective/subjective, oubside/inside
relgion/polities is fatal to ouw unoersfﬂn(lng.

But the subtley does not stop there. We have here a svstem of
vibrat 1ng, rpuonahinx chinese voxes, relaity infolded in 1lusswon
enfolded in relity enfolded in 111uswon - all is movement. ‘rush
witll never be attained = REVELATION thus e comes crucial for
sourcing one's knowledge of the world FAITH, not lmowledge,

NITY IN MULTIPLICITY? MULTIPLICITY IN UNITY thus becomes the
trut “ulfj—boruﬁnofwveﬂ - no, emstant movemtn Wetween bHoth and

werfore MOVEMENT is spi Pdlo TIME dominates SPACE. Truth, i.e.
1%0 roallw real uniolifl time and we, bounded in time and sapce
can only g graps at it, hence we must grasp through it to the centre
Or we MISS THE POINT OF EXISTENCE,LIFE ITSELF. ISILAM?

Perhaps *this can go some uay to
current sdtwation in Iban. are condemned to their
own particular stahces Which tances of the past 15 years
now work to keep apart, Khomaini's problem is maintainlng credibllity
now that he has the invitation to return. Since 1964 his voice has
been authentic and been able to be 20 in its opposition to the Shah
because he was outside the Shah's control - literally outside Iran,

e has been able to maintain a stance of total non- compromise
but 1f he redwurned to Iran now, he runs the risk of being interpreted
negatively, as haveing fina ll“‘(ﬁw;pﬁlﬁ”l ed with the <Shah. How he did
it, if he did would be crucial. In other words the particualr way this
unlikely amalgamation would be percelved depends on the FAITH in the
moral strength of Khomaini not to b e corrupted.

g aspects of the




